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state of knowledge or the book's principal arguments. The author has no time 
for the Jively theoretical debates about the nature of the colonial economy 
involving such notable figures as Immanuel Wallerstein and Steve Stem, 
among others. Admirably, he keeps his historiographical score settling to a 
relative minimum, with a few shots at Henry Kamen's revisionist views on 
the late Hapsburg era or John Coatsworth's and Richard Garner's views of 
eighteenth-century mining expansion. 
As a text, Fisher's book is a good starting point for advanced under­
graduates or beginning graduate students, and is useful for courses on 
colonial economic history. It provides more detail on economic matters than 
such works as Mark Burkholder and Lyman Johnson's Colonial Latin 
America, 3d ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), but lacks their 
broader context. The work assumes an audience familiar with the basic 
features and contours of colonial Spanish-American history. Fisher considers 
his work representative of "a new economic history, without heroes and 
elites, perhaps even without recognizable individuals" (p. 220). The deliber­
ate absence of a more human dimension, however, although in some ways 
admirable and perhaps necessary, would not seem to be especially effective 
in engaging the non-specialist. 
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